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CME Disclosure

Policies and standards of the Texas Medical 
Association, the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education, and the American 
Medical Association require that speakers and 
planners for continuing medical education activities 
disclose any relevant financial relationship they may 
have with commercial entities whose products, 
devices or services may be discussed in the content 
of the CME activity.

The content of this material does not relate to any 
product of a commercial interest; therefore, there 
are no relevant financial relationships to disclose.



Notice
The Texas Medical Association (TMA) provides this information with the 
express understanding that (1) no attorney-client relationship exists, (2) 
neither TMA nor its attorneys are engaged in providing legal advice, and 
(3) the information is of a general character. This is not a substitute for the 
advice of an attorney.

While every effort is made to ensure that content is complete, accurate and 
timely, TMA cannot guarantee the accuracy and totality of the information 
contained in this presentation and assumes no legal responsibility for loss 
or damages resulting from the use of this content. You should not rely on 
this information when dealing with personal legal matters; rather legal 
advice from retained legal counsel should be sought. Any legal forms are 
only provided for the use of physicians in consultation with their attorneys.

The information and opinions presented as part of this presentation should 
not be used or referred to as primary legal sources, nor construed as 
establishing medical standards of care for the purposes of litigation, 
including expert testimony. The standard of care is dependent upon the 
particular facts and circumstances of each individual case, and no 
generalization can be made that would apply to all cases.



ePrescribing of Controlled Substances

• Electronic prescribing of controlled substances 
(EPCS) is the electronic transmission of a 
controlled substance to a pharmacy. 

• Effective Jan. 1, 2021, Texas physicians are 
required to electronically prescribe all controlled 
substances.
• House Bill 2174 (2019)

• Schedules II-V

• Unless an exception applies or waiver granted



EPCS Exceptions
These exceptions do not require a waiver:

• Can submit electronically but reasonably determines 
it is impractical for the patient to obtain the 
prescription in a timely manner and adversely 
impacts the patient’s medical condition 

• Electronic prescribing not available due to temporary 
technical or electronic failure 

• When the prescriber and dispenser are in the same 
location or under the same license 

• Circumstances in which necessary elements are not 
supported by the most recently implemented 
national data standard that facilitates electronic 
prescribing 



EPCS Exceptions (cont’d)

• By a practitioner to be dispensed by a pharmacy 
located outside this state 

• For a drug for which the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration requires additional information in the 
prescription that is not possible with EPCS

• For a drug under a research protocol

• For a non-patient-specific prescription pursuant to a 
standing order, approved protocol for drug therapy, 
collaborative drug management, or comprehensive 
medication management, in response to a public 
health emergency or in other circumstances in which 
the practitioner may issue a non-patient-specific 
prescription 



EPCS Waivers
Physicians eligible for an EPCS waiver must submit a 
request to the Texas Medical Board. Physicians must 
demonstrate one of the following: 

• Economic hardship 
• Any special factors affecting either the cost of compliance 

or ability to comply 

• The likely impact of compliance on profitability or viability 

• The availability of measures that would mitigate the 
economic impact of compliance

• Technological limitation not reasonably within the 
control of the physician

• Other exceptional circumstances, which allows the 
physician an opportunity to show why he or she 
cannot comply with the requirement



EPCS Waivers (cont’d)

• Waivers must be 
requested per 
physician, not entity.

• The physician’s 
waiver covers the 
physician’s delegate.

• Pharmacists are not 
required to verify the 
physician’s waiver.

• Once approved, 
waiver is for one year.

From Texas State Board of Pharmacy website
https://www.pharmacy.texas.gov/



EPCS Vendors 

• Your electronic health record (EHR) vendor likely 
has EPCS available.
• Expect an additional fee 

• Requires two-factor authentication 

• If you do not use an EHR, you may choose a 
standalone EPCS platform.
• Expect to pay about $75 per month/per physician

• Check the Surescripts certified prescriber software 
page: https://surescripts.com/network-
alliance/eprescribing-prescriber-software/

• Focus your search by choosing standalone eRX





Helpful Links 

Resource Access

TMA e-Prescribing www.texmed.org/eRx

TMB EPCS Page
www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/renew
als-physician-electronic-
prescribing-wavier

Surescripts EPCS Certified 
vendors

https://surescripts.com/network-
alliance/eprescribing-prescriber-
software/

http://www.texmed.org/eRx
http://www.tmb.state.tx.us/page/renewals-physician-electronic-prescribing-wavier
https://surescripts.com/network-alliance/eprescribing-prescriber-software/
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